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I t has been another great ‘spring for all of us here in
Grandville. We enjoyed another successful City Barbeque
during our Michigan Week Celebration. It’s such a great

occasion as we come together to reminisce with old friends

and make new acquaintances. Once again, the
entertainment was great and we certainly appreciated the
presence of our Public Works and Fire Departments.
Thanks also to the Library Board for their efforts in
coordinating a fun-filled evening for the community.

I've always felt that Memorial Day really represents
the start of the summer. This event in Grandville has
continued to grow in popularity and it was great to have
the opportunity to participate in the parade and to honor
our veterans. Once again we express our thanks to Bill
Schrader and members of the American Legion Fonger Post
and the students of the middle school and of our
elementary schools for all being a part of this special day.
Each year the crowds at our cemetery continue to increase
and that is certainly a fitting tribute o our veterans.

We’re all looking forward to our 37th Annual 4th of
July Celebration. The tentative schedule is enclosed in this
newsletter. These four exciting days will conclude with a
super fireworks display on Tuesday night, the 4th. Once
again, it promises to be a great weekend.

If you have the opportunity to tour Heritage Park or

\ Wedgwood Park, I believe you'll be impressed with the

new Tot Lot equipment in both parks. Our thanks go to
the Grandville Park and Recreation Board and to the City
of Grandville for a joint effort in providing this new
equipment. ’

As I indicated previously, the new Grandville Park and
Recreation Master Plan has been approved by the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in Lansing and
thus we are eligible to apply for available funds for projects
that are included in the Master Plan. The initial application
involved two projected walkways from the downtown to
the Kent Trail adjacent to the Grand River. It will be
several months before we hear the outcome of our
proposals. We are hopeful of a positive response.

If you have an opportunity, take a look at the
Grandville Little League area where the joint effort of the
Grandville Little League and the City of Grandville

. continues as we refurbish the fencing and backstops of all

our little league fields. When this is completeéd it will
certainly signify the positive resulfs that can be achieved by
joint cooperation.

I don’t believe this summer will be quite as busy as last
year relative to road construction. We will, of course, still
need your patience and understanding as we undertake the
major improvements to Ivanrest from 28th Street to Chicago
Drive and Prairie from Wilson to Wallace. A welcome
improvement will be the widening of the sidewalks and the
replacing of the railings on the Buck Creek bridge on Wilson
Ave. There are also a good number of our local streets
which will also see improvements during the next several
months.

All of us involved with the City of Grandville lost a
good friend in the passing of Councilman Robert DeWitt. It
was my pleasure to have served on the Grandville City
Council with Bob since April of 1971. I valued his
friendship, his love for the City of Grandville and, certainly,
his overall understanding of local government. We express
our thoughts and prayers to Thedis and to his children,
Kristin and Mark. Needless to say, he will be missed!

Our best wishes to each of you for a most enjoyable
summer. It looks like it will be a busy one here in
Grandville, so I hope that each of you will take the
opportunity to enjoy all of the amenities that we are so
fortunate to have.

ENJOY!




. 2006 - 2007 BUDGET

Like so many other municipalities in the State of
Michigan, the City of Grandville again this year faced
significant challenges in preparing its annual budget.
Many of the same fiscal pressures that we have seen
over the past several years — the effects of previous cuts
to statutory revenue sharing payments, new regulatory
mandates, rising costs of fuel and benefits, and cyclical
economic cycles — have again had a pronounced impact
on the budget. A compounding factor this year,
however, was the fact that available fund balances have
been much reduced thereby limiting the ability to use
them to cover any planned deficit spending as has been
done in recent fiscal years.

The result of these pressures is that it has become
increasingly difficult to hold the line on local millage
rates while still meeting the service expectations of
citizens. A concerted and extended effort was made in
the development of this year’s financial plan to analyze
the city’s services, understand citizen priorities and seek
out ways to reduce expenses or gain efficiencies so that
a Council goal of maintajhing Grandville’s low millage
rate could be achieved.

The result of this extended effort is the following
recommended financial plan for the fiscal year
beginning July 1, 2006 and ending on June 30, 2007. It
does maintain the same city property tax millage rate of
8.454 mills for the fourth consecutive year by reducing
city General Fund expenditures and gaining efficiencies
where possible with the.least possible impact to public
services. The plan includes no new or expanded service
levels and authorizes no increase in staff positions.

The total appropriation recommended for all funds
for the 2006-07 fiscal year, excluding transfers between
funds, is $18,288,088.

The sections that follow contain an overview of
select programs and their proposed budgets:

GENERAL FUND

General Fund revenues are projectéd to total
$8,490,850 in the 2006-2007 fiscal year. The majority of

general fund revenue comes from property taxes (57%).
The percentage of general fund revenues provided by the
Federal and State governments (14.5%) continues to slide.

The General Fund provides a wide array of city
service?mcluding police, fire, district court, parks and
recreation, cemetery, general administration and others. -
General Fund expenditures are budgeted at $ 8,604,179.
This is a decrease of 3.9% from budgeted expenditures
in the current fiscal year.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Police Department and Dispatch Center budgeted
expenditures total $2,999,038 or approximately 34.9% of

total city General Fund expenditures. The Police

Department provides a full range of law enforcement
services including a Detective Bureau and Commumnity
Policing Unit including a full-time Police School Liaison
Officer jointly funded by the City and the Grandville
Public School District. Departmental strength has been
reduced by two officers and one civilian and this year
will be 27 full-time officers and five civilians. The budget
also contemplates an agreement being reached with the
City of Wyoming to provide public safety dispatch
services to Grandville beginning on January 1, 2007.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Fire and 24 hour emergency medical response budgeted
expenditures total $904,302 or approximately 10.5% of total
city General Fund expenditures. The Fire Department will
maintain its staffing level in this fiscal year.

PARKS AND RECREATION

Budgeted Park and Recreation capital projects
include parking lot resurfacing at Heritage Park,
improvements at Calvin Crest Park including two new
tennis courts, non-motorized trail improvements and a
continuation of upgrades to the ball fields at the Aaron
Street Little League Complex. The city also anticipates
utilizing Kent County Community Development Block
Grant funding to create a new neighborhood park in the
northeast portion (Lee Street) of the city.




SPECIAL PROJECTS

The 2006-2007 budget contains funding to continue
city involvement in such programs as the Grand Valley
Metropolitan Council, REGIS, Michigan Municipal
League, Right Place Program, Community Access
television and the Grandville Chamber of Commerce.

MAJOR AND LOCAL STREETS

Primary activity in the Major and Local Street Funds
continues to emphasize the improvements necessary to
maintain the integrity of Grandville’s street system. The
most significant projects are the reconstruction of
portions of Prairie, Locke, White, Canal and the Wilson
& Canal/Rivertown Parkway intersection. Seven local
streets will be resurfaced including portions of
Woodbine, Wayburn, Pine Creek, Oakes, Santa Fe Courf,
Washington and Meadowood.

WASTEWATER & WATER

Our Wastewater budget was previously comprised
of three Funds:

The Wastewater Collection System Fund was used
to account for operations directly related to the City of
Grandville and supported solely by City residents.

The Wastewater Operations Fund was the primary
operating fund for the Wastewater system and is
supported proportionally by Ottawa County users of the
system.

Wastewater Improvement and Extension Fund.
Capital improvements, debt retirement, interest expense,
and depreciation reserves were budgeted for in this
fund. ‘

The City has recently merged these funds into one
Wastewater Fund with three Departments separated
into the functions listed above. The total expense
budgeted for the Wastewater Fund is $4,261,875. The
major capital item scheduled for purchase this year is a

Sewer Vacuum Truck which will be utilized for the:
Collection System.

‘The Wastewater System has recently reached 80 %
of its capacity and, as a result, is mandated to explore
expansion alternatives. In cooperation with our
custogaer communities in Ottawa County, the City is
cuzrently exploring the possibility of expanding the
Wastewater Plant in order to allow for future growth pf
the system. '

The Water system was com}'Jrised of two funds. The
Water Operations Fund is used to account for regular
operations and the Water Improvement & Extension
Fund accounts for long-term Capital improvements,
debt retirement, interest expense and depreciation

" reserves. The current budget merges these funds into

one Water Fund with two Departments separated into
the functions listed above.

A comprehensive rate study, which was recently
completed, showed the need for increased revenue in
the Water System due to continuous wholesale water
rate increases from the City of Wyoming. The study
also showed, howeifer, that Wastewater rates could be
lowered. The resulting effect will be an overall 7.2%
decrease in combined rates. These new rates will be
effective with all bills beginning July 1, 2006.

SUMMARY

The Fiscal Year 2006-2007 Financial Plan for the City
of Grandville is a product of months of considerable
effort by many individuals beginning with the input
and analysis of staff members at all levels of the
organization and continuing through the final decisions
of a City Council that values strategic planning and is
committed to our community’s quality of life and
efficient stewardship of public funds.

If you have any questions or comments on the
budget, please feel free to direct them to Ken Krombeen,
City Manager, or Tom Guinther, Finance Director / =
Treasurer. Copies of the City Financial Plan are
available in the Treasurer’s Office.




TAX BILLS

City property owners will receive this year’s
Summer tax bills approximately July 1st. The final day
for accepting tax payments without penalty is Thursday,
August 31, 2006. Postmarks cannot be accepted as date
of payment. If payment is not received at either the
Bank Lock Box, Treasurer’s Office, or the parking lot
Drop Box, by 5PM on the due date, a penalty must be
assessed regardless of the circumstances. Please also
remember that approximately 85% of your total annual
property taxes are now collected in the summer.

All mailed tax payments are directed to the City’s
‘Chase’ Bank lockbox. This will assure faster credit to
your account even though payments are mailed to
Detroit.

Please utilize the return window envelope to mail
your payment.

TAX AND ASSESSING INFORMATION

Tax, Assessing, and Utility Information is available
online. Merely log on to the City’s web site at:
www.cityofgrandville.com. Use the Quick Link and
“JTump To” Assess Tax Utility. In addition to
informational lookups, you can also pay your bill
electronically with a credit card from your parcel
information screen.

TAX AND UTILITY BILL PAYMENTS

Tax and Utility Bills can be paid electronically from the
City’s Web site at: www.cityofgrandville.com. Use the
Quick Link and “Jump To” Pay Tax & Util Bills.
You will then have the following options:
¢ CLICK TO PAY TAX BILL VIA BANK ACCOUNT
‘e CLICK TO PAY UTILITY BILL VIA BANK ACCOUNT
* CLICK TO PAY TAX OR UTILITY BILL VIA CREDIT CARD

There will also be a separate explanation on how to pay
by Credit Card using the telephone.

The Treasurer’s Office is here to assist you in any way
that we can. Please call if you have any questions.

Tom Guinther, Treasurer / Finance Director . . . 530-4970
Tammy Butler, Asst. Fin. Director ............ 257-5101
Ruthann Fenske, Dep. Treasurer ............. 530-4971
Kathy Peot, Utility Billing................... 530-4973
Lynne Sytsma, Accounts Payable ............ 530-4972

The Grandville Fire Department
will be flushing fire hydrants this
year. Your cooperation in clearing
unneccesary grass and shrubbery is
always appreciated. Just a reminder,
a fire hydrant is for emergency use.
If you should have any questions
regarding this matter, please g1ve us
a call — 530-6211.

Our No.10 Schoolhouse will be open on Saturday,
July 1, 2006 from 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. We would love
to see you there. We will also be open occasional
Sunday afternoons from 2:00 - 4:00 this summer. We've
‘enjoyed the students who have come through the school
this spring to experience the old one room school
teaching day.

We have a new display in the hall to our museum in
the lower level of City Hall. We invite you to come and
visit. Also in our showcase in the foyer we have a Civil
War display that is very interesting. This is a rare '
collection of memorabilia.

We are still
looking for pictures of
old Grandville houses.
If you have such,
please let us éopy it for
our files. Our photo

2 sales have gone up. If
you would like an old picture copied, we can do that for

you for a minimal fee.

Our museum is open the first Thursday afternoon of
the month from 1:00 — 4:00 p.m. We love to see visitors.
We are also open by special request for both the
museum and the schoolhouse. Just call City Hall and
they will get you in contact with one of the Historical
Commission members.

Our museum is getting very full and our
workroom is bursting. It would be good for us to be,
thinking of a larger space to display our history and
artifacts. We can use your help. Please give us a call or
come in and see us.
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Grandville

Farmers Market
Parking lot

north of the library

Tuesdays
June 6 - October 31
8:00 - 1 p.m. |
Elowers, Braits,
Vedetables & Fun




!

8:30 am Middle School YMQA Buck Creek 5k Run & Walk

sponsored by Huntington Bank
9:05 am Middle School Kids Run
9:00 am - 5:00 pm Heritage Park No. 10 Schoolhouse Open House
July'3— '
8:30 am ‘ Wedgwood Park Church in the Park |
6:00 pm Middle School Community Wide Worship
Monday
4:00 pm Wedgwood Park Little League All-Star Game
© 5:30 pm Wedgwood Park Sandy Koufax All-Star Game
7:30 pm Wedgwood Park Guns and Hoses Softball Game
Tuesday
7:00 - 10:30 am Middle School 7th Annual Pancake Breakfast
8:30 am Wedgwood Park - Flag Raising Ceremony
9:00 am - 5:00 pm Wedgwood Park Arts and Crafts Show
_ Americamanta (Live Ecuadorian Music)
9:00 am - 5:00 pm Middle School 3 on 3 Basketball
11:00 am Wilson Ave. Annual 4th of July Parade
12:00 pm - Dark Middle School Food Vendors
Wedgwood Park Food Vendors
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm Grand Lady Riverboat Tours
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm Wedgwood Park Penny Carnival - :
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm Middle School Mr. & Mrs. Bubbles face painting
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm Middle School Hole in One Contest
1:00 pm - dark Middle School =~ - Climbing wall, moonwalk, maze
2:00 pm - 5:00 pm Middle School Children’s Arts and Crafts
4:00 pm Middle School Skydiving Exhibition (weather permitting)
530 pm-730pm ~  Middle School Trilogy
8:00 pm - 10:15 pm Middle School Family Tradition
- At Dark Middle School Fireworks (30 minute show)

sponsored by City of Grandville, Rivertown
Crossings Mall, Meijer, & Outback Steakhouse

Special Thanks to: Paul Troost (Celebration Chairman), Ken Dood (Parade Chairman), Sue Richards
(Craft Show Chairman), Joyce Andriessen (Treasurer), Bill & Barb Dudas, Bill Winglar (Info. Booth), Harvey Veldhouse
(Fireworks), Visser Family YMCA, Huntington Bank, Grandville Public Schools, Grandville Police Dept., Grandville Fire Dept.,
Boy Schout Troop 292, and Girl Scout Troop 923















